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SHILLINGSTONE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT

7.30 PM ON THURSDAY 4th NOVEMBER 2021 AT THE CHURCH CENTRE SHILLINGSTONE
PRESENT:  Councillors I Suter (Acting Chairman) (IS), P Acton (PA), L Gasson (LG), R Harwood (RH), K Ridout (KR) Footpaths Officer G Rains, Unitary Councillor P Batstone, Clerk D Green

In addition, there were four members of the public present.

800. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllrs McNamara & White.
801. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.

802. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 7th October 2021 were approved.
803. MATTERS ARISING
The Chairman and Clerk confirmed that: 

· the new noticeboard for the Co-op has not yet been delivered but is expected shortly
· the War Memorial cleaning and re-lettering work requires planning permission and the Clerk is preparing a planning application which will be submitted shortly
· the electronic Register of Interests have been completed by all councillors except who one has had technical difficulties 

804. PUBLIC SESSION

It was noted that the Campaign for the Protection of Rural England  (CPRE) has criticised the Dorset Local Plan because responses to the Plan have been collated and presented in such a way that misrepresents the true scale of the opposition to Plan, with the recording of each town and parish council comment as a single response in the name of an individual rather than an organisation representing thousands of voters. 
Cllr Batstone advised that the review would be completed in February and further consultation would occur after then. 
805. UNITARY COUNCILLOR REPORT
Cllr Batstone noted a number of items:
· a large number of planning applications are currently being processed which appears be something of a catch-up period following the Covid-19 pandemic

· a Care Leavers support strategy is being developed for dealing with special educational needs. Although progress has been made with the acquisition of St Mary’s school, Shaftesbury and others that are used, these services need to be expanded; the policy now is that the use of private  companies, who appear to be buying up schools, should be minimized. The cost of a place in a council run school is around £ 30,000 less than that in the private sector. 
· the County Farms committee is looking at ‘aquaculture’ 

· a library consultation is underway

· a discussion with Kingston Maurward in relation to Holloway Farm will take place shortly; the matter of the lease with the bee-keepers has not been finalised and will be followed up

· the road into Sturminster Newton will be closed on 15th November between 9 a.m. and 3:30 p.m.
806. FOOTPATHS 
Graham Rains noted that:

· there is a  considerable amount of tree and ivy debris around the Woodland Burial Ground following recent high winds  
· concerns have been expressed regarding footpath access during the work at the Station. Whilst this work has commenced from the Bere Marsh bridge end, it is unclear how this will impact on the existing path. The Clerk noted that a very detailed document explaining plans had been submitted with the planning application

· the Definitive Map Modification Order concerning the redesignation of the Okeford to Shillingstone Little Lane, from a B.O.A.T to a bridleway, would be a positive improvement and would reduce the danger to walkers, cyclist and horse riders from motorcycles that have been using the path; there should be any access issues for farms, such as Hambledon Hall, who should be asked to clarify any concerns that they have.   It was noted that Okeford Fitzpaine Parish Council had voted to oppose the change which has been requested by the British Horse Society
· further information concerning what is happening at the Sturminster Newton end of the Trailway would be helpful. Cllr Batstone explained a replica signal had been installed together with new gates, part funded by a grant from the Town Council. The purpose of this effort is to make the area more attractive. There will also be a mural and picnic tables.
807. COUNCILOR REPORTS
· Allotments – waterlogged at present (RH)
· The School – a climbing wall has been installed (IS)
· Website – new events have been posted on the site including a market and Youth Club activities (IS)
· The Centenary Sports Festival will take place in 2022; this will be a major event and there will be a number of fundraising events after Christmas including jumble sales, craft fairs, Race Night and Dance Night. Volunteers are being sought for the committee (KR)
· Portman Hall – the film club contact is Ann Povey (KR)
· Wessex Internet – they have clarified the basis on which the Portman Hall would be charged for any service to the Portman Hall – this would be at the special village halls rate of £1 per month. It was confirmed that the Portman Hall and other locations will act as hubs from which domestic services will be offered. Those unable to access this service via a hub may be offered other solutions such as microwave dishes. (IS) 
· Remembrance Sunday  - plans are in place for the day and the ‘wall of poppies’ has been put up at the War Memorial by the W.I (IS)
· The Station – an open day event will take place shortly (PA)
· Big Yellow Bus project – held a successful Halloween event (IS)
· Trailway – the AGM is on 23rd November at Stourpaine (LG)
· The Church – in the absence of a full-time vicar, services are being split between Shillingstone (1st & 3rd Sundays) and Okeford Fitzpaine (2nd & 4th Sundays) (LG)
808. ROADS ISSUES
i) Speed & Traffic Survey update
The Clerk advised that the White Pit survey results showed that the ‘85th percentile for vehicles approaching the village was only 32.3 mph, the figure for those leaving the village as 38.5 mph. The Council agreed that on the basis of these findings no further action would be pursued. 
The Clerk confirmed that Okeford Fitzpaine PC have agreed to contribute to the cost of the speed survey along Shillingstone Lane. 

The Augustan Avenue Traffic survey has been completed but results have not been seen at this stage. 
ii) 20 is Plenty in Dorset campaign 
Cllr Suter will be discussing this with Cllr Gartside later in November. The Parish Council will support a campaign with other villages but will not act unilaterally.
iii) Other Roads Issues

Gunn Lane - The access bars, after being corrected, appeared to have made a difference at this location in terms of dissuading problem parking. 

Mirror at the Cross – no further information concerning this proposal has been received.
809: THE JUBILEE CUP

Cllr Gasson advised, for various reasons, including Covid-19 concerns that the award of the Jubilee Cup would not take place at the Old Ox. It was agreed that the Cup would be awarded at the Christmas Fayre on 12th December and nominations will be accepted via the website. 
810. TREE PLANTING 
Cllr Harwood, after extensive research, had compiled a list of three possibilities for planting in Burtons Orchard – liquidambar, weeping beech and small leaved lime. Details of these will be forwarded to the Burtons Orchard committee and a final decision will be taken at the December meeting. 
811. PLANNING

There were four new applications to consider:
1) Application No: P/HOU/2021/03881 5 Wessex Avenue Shillingstone Blandford Forum DT11 0TG 
Proposal: Erect single storey extension & alterations. 
There were no objections to this application. 
2) Application No: P/FUL/2021/03289 4 Wessex Avenue Shillingstone DT11 0TG
Proposal: Erect 1 No. semi-detached dwelling.
The Parish Council agreed to object to this proposal, although changed from the original application, still appeared to be visually intrusive and would adversely affect the nearest neighbouring property. 
3) Application No: P/FUL/2021/02764 Ridgeway Farm Lanchards Lane Shillingstone Blandford Forum DT11 0TF
Proposal: Erection of 1no. permanent rural workers dwelling incorporating an ancillary annex & associated works. Temporary residential use of part of the existing barn for an essential rural worker (retrospective)
There were no objections to this proposal. 
4) Application No: P/HOU/2021/04051 The Crooked House Blandford Road Shillingstone Blandford Forum DT11 0SF

Proposal: Addition of a single storey glass roof located on the rear elevation of the property in the private garden
There were no objections to this proposal. 
812. FINANCES
a) Retrospective payments approved:

The list of payments had been circulated to councillors in advance. These were APPROVED. 
	Date
	Payee Name
	Reference
	 Total 
	Reason

	
	
	
	
	

	04/10/2021
	Stacey Hankin
	BACS
	 £           145.00 
	Pavilion cleaning

	04/10/2021
	Shillingstone Cricket Club
	STD ORD
	 £           333.00 
	Mowing

	05/10/2021
	Elite Playground inspections
	BACS
	 £             60.00 
	Qrtly fee- Recreation 

	07/10/2021
	Dorset Waste Partnership
	DEBIT
	 £             73.50 
	Holloway Lane bin 

	08/10/2021
	HM Revenue & Customs
	BACS
	 £           132.40 
	PAYE Q2 2021/2022

	11/10/2021
	David Green
	BACS
	 £             42.00 
	Sept expenses

	12/10/2021
	Veronica Jenkins
	BACS
	 £             25.00 
	Lamppost poppies 

	18/10/2021
	Dorset Council
	DEBIT
	 £           424.80 
	SID post installation

	20/10/2021
	Total Energy Services
	BACS
	£           196.00
	Pavilion shower 

	27/10/2021
	Dorset Council 
	DEBIT
	£           300.00
	Speed survey -WP


b) Payments approved:

Clerks’ expenses: £ 31.02
c) Budget proposal 2022/2023
The Clerk confirmed that the precept for 2022/2023 should be raised to £33,000, an increase of 2.5%. The additional council tax for a Band D household would be £ 1.65 per annum. The Council approved the budget and precept request which will be made in January 2022. The primary reason for the increase being anticipated inflationary pressures.

The Council agreed to a pay increase for the Clerk from SCP 10 to SCP11, with effect from 1st December 2021. 

813. PLAY AREAS, RECREATION GROUND AND PROPERTY CHECK

The Clerk advised that:
· Tree work at the Recreation Ground appeared to have been completed but this would be checked with Dorset Council
· Pavilion showers were now fully repaired

· No quotes had been received for the repairs to the mower shed roof; another contractor will be asked to provide a quote
814. CORRESPONDENCE
· 15/10/2021 Email – report of ‘dog’ incident at the Recreation Ground by a visitor. The Council agreed that the Clerks reply was wholly appropriate. 

· 24/10/2021 Email – editor of the Fippenny News comments concerning the Little Lane redesignation; this was considered under the ‘Footpaths’ item as above
· 27/10/2021 Email – Dorset Council Communications Team – re the Electric Vehicle (EV) charging points installation programme. The Clerk has asked Chris Whitehouse of the EV charging team to attend the December meeting to explain the schemes further.
815. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
· Tree planting decision
· Jubilee Cup award & voting arrangements

· Road issues update
816. NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting will be on Thursday 2nd December 2021 at 7:30 pm, at the Church Centre. This will be subject to confirmation in the event of any change to national Covid-19 policies. There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9:15 p.m.
Signed:                                                              Chairman                              Date:


